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The Hypermedia Special Working Group of WG8 will work in close cooperation with the Metafile for Interactive Documents (MID) design committee to establish a unified standard that will provide a general framework for interaction between hypermedia documents and the scripts or programs that govern their behavior.


SMSL Overview


The Standard Multimedia/ Hypermedia Scripting Language (SMSL) is an application of HyTime that standardizes the mechanism for embedding scripts in hypermedia documents. SMSL prescribes:


a mechanism for describing script and data notations


a mechanism for describing classes, data structures, and method arguments


services that SMSL applications use, including full HyTime engine facilities


an optional library providing useful classes for multimedia, generic operating system functions and graphical user interfaces


MID Overview


The Metafile for Interactive Documents (MID) is an application of HyTime that enables the transport of hypermedia documents such as interactive electronic technical manuals. MID addresses the requirement to preserve the behavior of a document over time and across presentation platforms. A MID browser has been successfully implemented and deployed, and is available in the public domain. 


MID provides capabilities represented by the following architectures:


Data access using HyTime facilities


Packaging of data in preparation for rendering


An embedded scripting language coded in SGML


Goals of joint development


Superimpose the SMSL architectural forms on MID


The MID elements will be realigned to be compliant with the evolving SMSL meta-DTD. Significant restructuring will not be required because SMSL’s architectural forms are easily added to any existing element definition. 


Review compliance of MID scripting facilities with SMSL


The extent to which the MID scripting facilities comply with SMSL will be assessed. Appropriate adjustments will be made to MID and/or SMSL to facilitate complete use of the MID scripting language within SMSL applications.


Separate appropriate portions of MID into libraries of SMSL-derived classes


MID has already addressed important requirements applying to the abstraction of presentation behavior for hypermedia documents. As such, it will provide the model for creating class libraries that can be optionally included in applications as SMSL classes.
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